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Bike to the Sea Builds First 1000’ of Northern Strand Community Trail! 
Come help us on Trail Building Day: Saturday, July 21 

By Clay Larsen 
 
 

Bike to the Sea has teamed up with R.E.I. 
of Reading and Mellon Bank and Home Depot of 
Everett for an urban adventure in trail building. Bike 
to the Sea is building the first 1,000’ of the Northern 
Strand Community Trail deep in the heart of Everett 
Massachusetts. This first step of a nine-mile journey 
is a public, private effort using largely volunteer 
labor with tools and materials provided by the 
aforementioned forward thinking local corporations. 
We are also working closely with Mayer Hanlon of 
Everett and Everett’s Office of Community 
Development.  

This First 1,000 Feet will link Everett’s new 
Thomas Rossetii Park with a New Seven Acre Park 
and the new Madeline English School. This linkage 
will create over 10 acres of out door space in one of 
Boston’s most built out suburbs directly adjacent to 
the Malden River and the Rivers Edge Project. As 
far as an urban adventure is concerned this is as 
good as it gets. Pheasants and coyotes have been 
seen in adjacent fields right next to graffiti and chain 
link fences. This is truly an urban wild.  

R.E.I is sponsoring a trail building day on 
July 21 at 8:30 A.M. at the new Thomas Rossetti 
Park on Tremont Street in Everett. Lunch will be 
provided at 12:00 noon. Bring gloves sturdy shoes 
and a good attitude. We’ll be there rain or shine, 
extreme weather events excepted. Check our web 
site and news group for updates. Visit our new 
Google Map for a satellite image and directions. 
Some of the projects we will be under taking are 
building a landscape timber wall. Installing signage. 
Spreading and raking stone dust and loam. 
Installing edging and clearing away brush and 
debris.  

Clay Larsen executive director of Bike to 
the Sea said that “ We like working with R.E.I. 
because there staff are hard core out doors men 
and women and push us to achieve more with these 
volunteer events”.  

The work we will undertake on this trail 
building day is part of a larger effort to build the first 
mile of trail from route 16 in Everett to Main street in 
Malden. Bike to the Sea has been engaged behind 
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the seen to complete the legal, political and financial 
framework for this section of the trail to proceed. 
After many hard years of advocacy we are just a 
few steps away from major brake through. The rail 
abandonment is under way. Everett has taken over 
responsibility for its part of the trail and Malden is 
looking into final details on its end.  

Bike to the Sea would like to thank R.E.I., 
Mellon bank, and Home Depot for their generous 

contributions and enthusiastic support of our efforts. 
It is this kind of collaborative effort that strengths 
and builds communities. Bike to the Sea is 
committed to developing public/private partnerships 
with interested stake holders along the entire length 
of the recreational trail to turn this neglected vacant 
land into useful and safe open space and a potential 
economic engine for today and future generations. 

 
 

 

 
 

Attention Malden Residents: 2 Opportunities to Say “Yes” to the Trail 
By Chris Santillo 

 
 Malden is looking for feedback!  Two 
different surveys have been released this summer 
and we'd like to ask for your help to make sure City 
Hall knows that how important a bike and pedestrian 
path is to you. 
• The first survey you can take is the 
“Visioning Malden Project” community survey online 
through a link on the first page of the Malden’s 
official website 
http://www.ci.malden.ma.us/.  This survey should be 
completed by August 31. 

 The second survey is a Malden Open Space 
survey. We have enclosed an Open Space survey 
in this mailing (if your address is in Malden).  This 
survey should be returned to the MRA by July 12, if 
possible.  Additional copies of the Open Space 
survey can be obtained (for your friends and 
neighbors!) from the MRA office in City Hall. 
If you have any questions please contact Chris 
Santillo at csantillo@rocketmail.com or 781-397-
8133. 

 
 

 
 

Minuteman Bikepath Hourly Trail Usage  
from The Boston Globe July 1, 2007 

 
An example of how much these rails to trails are used and needed in the community 

 

 



 

 
 

 
Everett Holds First “Walk and Talk” 

By Sharon Santillo 
 

 
Everett's first "Walk'n Talk" event on June 23 drew a variety of community leaders from Everett, Malden, and 
Medford and focused on community development along the Malden and Mystic Rivers. Attended by Bike to the 
Sea’s Sharon Santillo, the walk began on Pine Tree Path, the first access point to the Northern Strand Community 
Trail

. 

 
 

 
 

Bike to the Sea’s Online Presence 
by Chris Santillo 

 
Bike to the Sea is working to increase our online 
presence.Our website, http://www.biketothesea.com 
is still the best place to go to learn more about the 
organization and learn about upcoming events.  In 
addition, our email list is a great way to receive 
timely Bike to the Sea updates, contact the board 
and other members with questions and learn about 
local bike-related events and meetings.   
You can join the Bike to the Sea email list either by 
visiting http://groups.yahoo.com/group/bike-to-the-
sea and clicking on the "Join this group!" button or 
you can send an email to 
bike-to-the-sea-subscribe@yahoogroups.com. 

 
Other new initiatives include promoting our events 
on the email lists of other local and national biking 
and community organizations, listing our events in 
online event calendars and advertising for 
volunteers on VolunteerMatch.org.  Finally, we have 
created a Google map that shows the first section of 
trail and the location of the new parks in Everett: 
http://tinyurl.com/33jazt . 
If you have ideas of other ways we could increase 
the visibility of Bike to the Sea please send an email 
to Chris Santillo 
(csantillo@rocketmail.com). 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Bike to the Sea in the News 
 

In late May, Clay Larsen and Chris Santillo appeared on Everett cable (ECTV) to talk about Bike to the Sea and 
the Northern Strand Community Trail. You can watch their appearance on Google Video: 
http://tinyurl.com/247tez  (fast forward to 10:40) 
 
'Bike to the Sea' opens first stretch of trail (Malden Observer, June 7) 
http://www.townonline.com/malden/news/x2105119724 
 
Cyclists 'Bike to the Sea' Sunday (Malden Observer, June 15) 
http://www.townonline.com/malden/news/x1100219348 
 
 
 

 
 

Networking Notes 
Mass Bike  www.massbike.org 
Northshore Cyclists  www.nscyc.org 
Winthrop Greenway  www.friendsofbelleislemarsh.org/greenway 
Friends of the Community Paths  www.pathfriends.org 
Malden Rotary Club  www.maldenrotary.org 
Mystic River Watershed Association  www.mysticriver.org 
Friends of the Everett Waterfront 
Saugus River Watershed Council  www.saugusriver.org 
Friends of the Middlesex Fells  www.fells.org 
Friends of the Lynn Woods  www.flw.org 
Saugus Action Volunteers for the Environment  www.saugus.org/SAVE/ 
Friends of Breakheart Reservation  www.saugus.org/FOBR/ 
Rails to Trails http://www.railtrails.org/ 
Livable Streets  http://www.livablestreets.info 
JRA Cycles, Medford: http://www.jracycles.com/ 
Landry’s Cycles, Boston: http://www.landrys.com  
North Shore Cycle, Lynn: http://nscycles.com/index.cfm 
Paramount Cycle, Somerville: http://www.paramountbicycle.com/home.html 
Ace Wheelworks, Somerville: http://www.wheelworks.com/ 
Park Street Cycle, Somerville: http://www.parksales.com/ 
Broadway Bicycle School, Cambridge: http://broadwaybicycleschool.com/ 
City Cycle Incorporated, Stoneham (781) 438-0358 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

 

 
Upcoming Events 

 
July 14: Preparation Day for July 21 Trail Building Day. Meet at 9:00 am at the Thomas Rossetti Park on Tremont 
Street in Everett.. Bring gloves, sturdy shoes and a good attitude. Rain or shine. (except extreme weather events)  
 
July 14 and 15th Tabling assistance needed at the Revere Beach Sand Castle Building contest.  
http://www.reverebeachpartnership.com/nessf07/index.htm 
 
July  19: 2:00-7:00 pm: Bike to the Sea will be at the Medford Sq Market 
http://www.medfordsquaremarket.blogspot.com 
 
July 21: Northern Strand Trail Building Day. Meet at 9:00 am at the Thomas Rossetti Park 
on Tremont Street in Everett. Lunch will be provided at 12 noon. Bring gloves, sturdy shoes 
and a good attitude. Rain or shine. (except extreme weather events) 
 
Not able to grab a shovel on the trail building day? Join Helen at Lynn Woods Day. Additional volunteers needed 
from 9 to 1 pm... A fun, family orientated day. Call Helen at 781-397-6893 for more info. 
 
July 22: Deer Island Ride. Meet at 10:00 am in Castle Island parking lot (South Boston) and ride out to East 
Boston and Deer Island, with a potential stop for swimming at Constitution Beach.  (~30 miles, in planning), 
Hosted by the Massachusetts Bicycle Coalition. People who would like to bike ride to Castle Island with Bike to 
the Sea can meet at 9 am at the Dockside Restaurant in Malden.. 
 
August 5: Meet at 11 am. at 57 Hammersmith Drive Saugus. Members Only Bike Ride to 40 Steps Beach in 
Nahant.. Enjoy a ride back over to the beach to a seclude spot in Nahant that's best to reach by bicycle. We'll be 
back in time for the Bike to the Sea Board picnic. Approximately 20 miles.  
 
September 8: Saugus Founders Day 8-4 pm. Contact Steve at 781-397-6893 or 
swinslow.brownandgreen@comcast.net for more info 
 
September 22-23: Weekend trip to Cape Cod Rail Trail 
 
October 21st: Fall Colors Ride



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Address Sticker Here 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Please give this to a friend or neighbor who might want to: 
Join Bike to the Sea and Help support The Northern Strand Community Trail 
 
_____ Individual ($15)    _____Supporting ($50) 

(receive a gift bike map) 
 
_____ Family ($20)     _____Contributing ($75) 

(receive a gift t-shirt) 
 
Name(s)___________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address____________________________________________________________________ 
 
City_____________________________________State____________Zip________________ 
 
Phone________________________Email_________________________________________ 
 
Please make Checks payable to:                                          
Bike to the Sea 
c/o Gus Fish 
57 Hammersmith Dr. 
Saugus, MA 01906  

 

 BIKE TO THE SEA 
83 Jacob Street 
Malden, MA 02148 


